
Junior Kindergarten Consultation Guide

Background
In 2016, the Premier’s Task Force on Improving 
Educational Outcomes was created to examine 
the province’s education system and make 
recommendations to improve educational outcomes. 
Following extensive consultations, the Premier’s 
Task Force made a series of recommendations in the 
final report - Now is the Time: The Next Chapter 
in Education in Newfoundland and Labrador. 
Recommendation 65 is to “develop and release 
by June 2019, a foundational document with an 
implementation plan for a Junior Kindergarten program 
that would be accessible to all four-year-old children 
in Newfoundland and Labrador, using the phased-in 
approach and other lessons learned from the models in 
Ontario and the Northwest Territories”.

In July 2018, government released an Education 
Action Plan to guide the implementation of the 
recommendations from the Premier’s Task Force. 

Purpose
The purpose of this public engagement is to obtain 
input from the public, parents, teachers, early 
childhood educators, child care licensees, family 
child care providers, and other stakeholders to assist 
with the planning of a Junior Kindergarten program 
that meets the needs of children and families in the 
province.

What is Junior Kindergarten?
In 2016, the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development implemented full-day play-
based kindergarten province-wide. Junior Kindergarten 
is also a play-based, quality early learning program. It 
would be available for children during the year prior to 
Kindergarten. Play-based learning promotes children’s 
natural sense of curiosity and discovery through 
hands-on exploration of the world around them.
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“All provinces are engaged in expanding public early 
years education for younger children in some way, and 
most are implementing some form of school-based 
early childhood education program for four-year-olds. 
Ontario has province-wide junior kindergarten and 
the Northwest Territories and Nova Scotia are in the 
process of phasing it in. These regions started where 
capacity existed and where the need was greatest, 
grouping four- and five-year-olds together in a two-
year intentional play-based curriculum taught by early 
childhood educators and kindergarten teachers.”1 

In other parts of Canada that offer Junior Kindergarten 
there is no parent fee and most are non-compulsory 
full-day play-based programs supported by a teacher, 
an early childhood educator, or a team consisting of a 
teacher and an early childhood educator.2 Parents are 
often responsible for transportation to and from Junior 
Kindergarten and for arranging and paying for before 
and after school child care. 

How you can participate in the public engagement process:
Information is provided below for your consideration as you develop your input – 
you are not required to address all areas! 

There are several ways to provide your input:
• Website:  engagenl.ca
• E-mail:  JKFeedback@gov.nl.ca
• Fax:  709.729.1400
• Mail:  Attention: Junior Kindergarten Feedback
  Early Learning and Child Development Division
  Education and Early Childhood Development
  3rd floor, West Block, Confederation Building
  P.O. Box 8700
  St. John’s, NL  A1B 4J6

Your written input will be accepted for 
consideration up to noon on April 18, 2019. 

Your input via this public engagement will help us to shape 
the plan for implementation of a Junior Kindergarten 
program in this province.

1 Now is the Time: The Next Chapter in Education in Newfoundland and Labrador; Chapter 7
2 An Early Childhood Educator is someone who holds a post-secondary certificate, diploma or degree focusing on early 
learning for ages birth through eight (or twelve) years.

https://www.engagenl.ca
mailto:JKFeedback%40gov.nl.ca?subject=
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The following information is provided for your consideration as you respond:
Several provinces in Canada are offering a universal early learning programme for four year olds. Following are 
three different ways the Junior Kindergarten program is implemented in other parts of Canada:

Northwest 
Territories

Name: Junior Kindergarten 
ece.gov.nt.ca/en/services/junior-kindergartenkindergarten

Staff: Education authorities have the choice to hire Junior Kindergarten teachers with a 
two-year diploma in Early Childhood Development or those with a Bachelor of Education 
Degree.

Program/curriculum: Play-based approach. Full or part school-day, depending on the 
school/community and determined by the District Education Authority.

Location: Schools

Before/After-School Child Care: Non-profits operate before and after school programs 
within some schools, particularly in Yellowknife. Cost is the responsibility of the family. 
Options vary depending on need and community.

Nova Scotia

Name: Pre-Primary Program 
ednet.ns.ca/pre-primary

Staff: Early Childhood Educators.

Program/curriculum: Play-based approach. Full school-day.

Location: Schools. There is an option to partner with licensed child care facilities to deliver 
the program in cases where there is no space available and other options to secure school 
space has been exhausted.

Before/After-School Child Care: Arranging before and after school child care, and any 
related costs, are the responsibility of the family.

Ontario

Name: Full-Day Kindergarten for Four and Five Year Olds                                                            
edu.gov.on.ca/eng/multi/english/FDKFactSheetEN.pdf

Staff: Team - Teacher and Early Childhood Educator.

Program/curriculum: Play-based approach. Full school-day.

Location: Schools. 

Before/After-School Child Care: Designed to complement the regular school day. Optional 
and offered to parents for a reasonable fee. School boards offer programs before and after 
school hours based on parent demand.

https://www.ece.gov.nt.ca/en/services/junior-kindergartenkindergarten
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/pre-primary
http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/multi/english/FDKFactSheetEN.pdf
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Do you think any of these approaches (or a combination of parts from more than one of the 
examples) for Junior Kindergarten would work in Newfoundland and Labrador or would you 
suggest something different? Please explain.

Is there anything else you would like to tell us regarding the implementation of Junior 
Kindergarten in this province?

All About You 

Which of the following best describe you? (Select all that apply)

 դ Parent/guardian

Do you have any children five years of age or younger?  դ Yes   դ No

If Yes: Does your child attend a regulated child care service     

or family resource centre program?  դ Yes   դ No

 դ Early Childhood Educator

 դ Owner/licensee of regulated child care centre

 դ Regulated family child care provider

 դ School administrator (Principal or vice principal)

 դ Teacher

 դ Other (please specify)

To help us understand the responses received from across the 
province, it would be useful if you typed in the first three digits of 
your postal code below. For example, if your postal code is A1B 
4J6, you would enter A1B below. This will give us an idea of what 
part of the province you live in while ensuring your responses are 
completely anonymous. This is completely voluntary. What are the 
first three characters of your postal code (optional)? 


