Municipalities Act Review Comment
Municipal Conflict of Interest
The issue of conflict of interest legislation is not the primary problem. At present the
declaration by a council that no conflict exists forces any resident affected to go to an
expensive court process as a remedy.
There is no formal appeal process for residents such as an appeal of a development issue. This
creates a perception of bias in the form of legislation being set in the interests of elected
officials in exclusion.
I suggest that a formal process within the legislation for a resident to appeal any decision within
reason that has a set of factors in place. The idea of a Town Council being the final word on
conflict of interest is undemocratic and out of place in the 21st century.
It would not be a costly exercise to set up a three member panel at the Municipal Support
Division to review protested decisions by council. In smaller communities, elections can be by
acclamation and/or a majority of self interested people can control council. This process could
practically vengeance claims by councillors as well.

Public Consultation
There is no clear definition as to what constitutes adequate and procedurally fair public
consultation. I would recommend a process similar to the indigenous consultation process, with
clearly defined rules for defining procedural process. Again, the only recourse for residents is
access to the expensive courts. Again, a process at the Municipal Support level could be
structured. Public consultation at the municipal level is basically non-existent now.

Agenda and Public Meeting Minutes, & Public Notice Communication
This whole process of communication must enter the 21st century. The distribution of the
agenda for public meetings in this technology advanced age is as simple as a single click of an
email distribution system. MailChimp, Constant Contact, and AWeber can distribute an agenda
in seconds to subscribing interested residents.
I know of no resident who does not have this capability. The secrecy of the agenda is
undemocratic in this age. It is now like a state secret to obtain an agenda. Placing an agenda on
a website is NEVER efficient or timely. Better communication can eliminate much of the
controversy surrounding municipal council secrecy.

